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More than an agent… 
Maximize your experience 
with a partner, an advocate, 
a trusted professional.

Lisa Barkalow
Realtor | DRE# 01491728
831.594.2155
lisa@lisabarkalow.com

WITH OVER 65 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
IN THE SEPTIC INDUSTRY

•Septic System Pumping, Maintenance, Service & Inspection
•Sewer Drain Line Clearing & Hydro-Jetting

•Grease Trap/Interceptor Service & Inspection
•Storm Drain and Culvert Hydro-Jetting & Clearing

•Fully Licensed, Bonded and Insured

We can take care of all your “dirty” work
www.tomsseptic.com

831-633-2321
Lic.# 406512

HER GRANDFATHER WOULD APPROVE
where they’d all come from and added, 
“I’m not a crier, but I went back to my car, 
and I cried.” 

“On the ranch, my grandfather would 
say, ‘I hear you, I feel the problem. Give 
me the solution.’ That’s how I was raised.” 
She told her husband she was going to buy 
a mobile unit, put together a veterinary 
team and provide spay and neutering ser-
vices to areas with overcrowded shelters, 
primarily in underserved regions of Riv-
erside County. Her goal was to reduce the 
number of abandoned and neglected ani-

mals and offer services for 
a nominal fee for those who 
wanted to do the right thing 
but couldn’t afford what she 
estimated as $350 to $750 or 
more to spay or neuter their 
pets. (While SNIP’s pub-

lished fee schedule includes comparable 
fees, there is a sliding scale for those who 
can’t pay them.)

Plea for help
She recalled the moment things unex-

pectedly came together. “Truth be told, I 
had no idea what I was doing. God took 
me by the hand in 2015 and guided me to 
a spay/neutering mobile unit for sale by a 
program called SNIP.” She bought the unit, 
adopted the acronym, reorganized and 
reenergized SNIP and started up in June 
������¿QDQFLQJ� WKH�YHQWXUH�ZLWK�KHU�RZQ�
funds.

The Scherers eventually sold their home 
near San Francisco and moved here, spend-
ing half the year in La Quinta and half on 
the Monterey Peninsula. People in Monte-
rey County learned of SNIP’s success in 
the Coachella Valley and began calling, 
asking for help. The Scherers purchased 
a second mobile unit, put together another 

Photography is therapy for
settling ‘big questions of aging’‘I GREW up with cowboys. My grand-

father — in my mind — was John Wayne. 
He just looked like him. Six-foot-two, big 
hands — he was a rancher,” explained Peb-
ble Beach resident Melanie Scherer, direc-
tor of SNIP, the Spay-Neuter Imperative 
Project.

She loved being surrounded by the 
dogs, horses, cattle and other animals at 
the ranch and couldn’t wait to get there on 
weekends to be with her grandparents. She 
VSHQW�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�SRUWLRQ�RI�KHU�HDUO\�OLIH�
there, and that became the genesis of her 

mission to provide better lives for large 
numbers of dogs and cats.

Scherer, 54, was raised in Modesto by 
a single mom who taught her she could be 
anything she wanted. She has always been 
close to her grandparents and extended 
family, too. “Outdoorsy,” is how she 
describes herself, and she played a number 
of sports in school.

When it came to choosing a career, she 
said, “My original intention was to be a 
dental hygienist. Then I realized: I can’t 
work on people’s mouths all day, because 
they can’t talk to me.”

Determination
Armed with a bachelor’s degree in sci-

ence and marketing, she instead created, 
operated and later sold a successful execu-
tive recruitment company in the East Bay. 
She also traveled frequently to the desert 
with a man named Richard, a passionate 
golfer and business executive who became 
her husband in 2004. After that, the Scher-
ers purchased a second home in La Quinta, 
about 20 miles from Palm 
Springs.

“I wasn’t doing the 
recruiting thing any lon-
ger and had to do some-
thing other than play golf,” 
Scherer said. She attended 
a fundraiser for a strug-
gling animal rescue group 
and offered to help. “I 
was determined not to let 
it close,” she said. With 
her sales and marketing 
background, her gift for 
fundraising, and help from 
friends, she ensured it 
didn’t.

A luncheon Scherer 
and her colleagues cre-
ated evolved into a highly 
acclaimed regional event 
raising $200,000 annually, 
allowing her to help the 
group and similar opera-
tions in the Coachella Val-
ley. When she visited the 
nearby Thousand Palms 
Shelter, she was horri-
¿HG� DQG� VDGGHQHG� E\� WKH�
number of animals there. 
Shocked by the experience, 
she said she wondered 

he is a person of mixed race. His father, 
who passed away in 2013, was Japanese — 
but a native of Brazil — his mother, Italian 
and Austrian.

“It’s been very confusing sometimes,” 
said Fujii, who grew up in Brazil and 
speaks English and Portuguese. “I’ve real-
ized that I use my art as a kind of therapy. 
I like to investigate these things and under-
stand more about my identity through my 
photography. There is a part of me in every 
SKRWRJUDSK�,�WDNH��DQG�,�WKLQN�WKDW�UHÀHFWV�
in the dark, moody imagery that I create 

today.”
Fujii’s parents prepared 

him for a successful life. 
By age 5, he was learning to 
paint, a talent that became 
SUR¿WDEOH� DV� D� KLJK� VFKRRO�
student, when he sold an 

HQWLUH� ZDOO� RI� DUW� WR� DQ� D¿FLRQDGR� ZKR�
loved the cityscapes he was creating.

He also was enrolled at 5 in a music 
school, where he became enamored with 
the classical music he still plays on the 
grand piano in his living room.

‘Cannot live without music’
“I love music — always classical. I can-

not live without it,” said Fujii, who earned 
a degree from a conservatory in his home 
city of São Paolo.

As a student at the University of São 
Paolo, he earned a bachelor’s degree in 
electrical engineering with an emphasis 
on computer science. In 1992, he attended 
the then-Middlebury Institute of Interna-
tional Studies in Monterey for two years of 
postgraduate work in international public 
administration, nonproliferation, quantita-
tive analysis, and policy studies.

Since 1995, he has been employed 
full-time by MIIS as a systems analyst, 
computer programmer, and videographer, 
developing a variety of database-driven 
web applications for information on 
nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation.

In 2004, he devoted two months to a 
United Nations internship at the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna, 
Austria.

“I didn’t even have a camera then — 
I was too busy with school and work — 
which is a regret I have today. Vienna is 

T+(� 620%(5� LPDJH� WKDW� ¿QH�DUW�
photographer Eduardo Fujii will exhibit 
through Aug. 31 at Monterey Museum of 
Art is a glimpse into the complex mind of 
D�SHUVRQ�UHÀHFWLQJ�RQ����\HDUV�RI�OLIH�DQG�
seeking context for whatever might come 
next.

His black-and-white photo collage, 
“Where Shadows Hold Memory,” is one of 
800 works of art, from 122 local artists for 
the inaugural Monterey Biennial, a show-
case that opened Thursday.

An opening celebration, scheduled 11 

a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, is free to the pub-
OLF�DW�����3DFL¿F�6W��� WKH�PXVHXP¶V�PDLQ�
location.

“Getting older can feel hard at times, 
DQG� ,�¿QG�P\VHOI� WU\LQJ� WR� DFFHSW�²�QRW�
so much understand — the reality that I’m 
aging, because there’s no way around it,” 
said Fujii, a Pebble Beach resident.

“That point of acceptance is when you 
VWRS�¿JKWLQJ� WKH� LQHYLWDEOH�DQG� OHW� LW�JR�´�
he said.

At the heart of the dark montage are 
1950s-vintage family snapshots of Fujii as 
a baby in a playpen and as a happy toddler 
SOD\LQJ�D� WR\�GUXP��7KRVH�DUH�ÀDQNHG�RQ�
the left by a dimly lit image of a decay-
LQJ�ÀRZHU�VOXPSLQJ�PRXUQIXOO\�LQ�D�JODVV�
vase. On the right is a photograph of Fujii, 
the septuagenarian, staring mournfully 
into the lens, his face partially aglow with 
a fading light.

Extrovert to introvert
Life, for Fujii, has been interesting, 

exciting and rewarding — but, of course, 
horribly imperfect, like many other lives.

“I lost my mother when I was 12 or 13 
years old. It was a catastrophic thing, and 
LW� FKDQJHG� PH� FRPSOHWHO\�´� KH� UHÀHFWHG�
without elaboration. “I had always been a 
very, very happy kid — an extrovert, very 
friendly to everybody. After that happened, 
I became an introvert. I became very 
introspective.”

Fujii also has “unresolved issues,” he 
said, with the often complicated reality that See ARTIST page 31A

See LIVES page 31A

Carmel’s Artists
By DENNIS TAYLOR

Melanie Scherer, whose nonprofit, SNIP, offers low-cost spay and 
neuter services for pets, is motivated by her love of animals.

PHOTO/COURTESY MELANIE SCHERER

Don’t miss “Scenic Views” by Jerry Gervase 
— every week in the Real Estate Section.

Great Lives
By CARLIN JARDINE

Pebble Beach artist 
Eduardo Fujii, a fine-
art photographer, 
classical pianist, and 
computer scientist, 
will show a moody, 
emotional piece of his 
work through Aug. 31 
at Monterey Museum 
of Art’s first Biennial 
Exhibition. The artists 
reception is 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Saturday.

PHOTO/COURTESY 
EDUARDO FUJII
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BE 
RENEWED 

IN THE SPIRIT 
OF YOUR MIND

LINCOLN BET 5TH & 6TH
WEDNESDAYS 7 PM

SUNDAYS 10 AM
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST

CHRISTIANSCIENCECARMEL.ORG

St. John’s Chapel Del Monte

1490 Mark Thomas Drive, Monterey, CA 93940
831-375-4463 • stjohnschapel.com

The Rev. Dr. Richard Miles          1928 Book of Common Prayer
HOLY COMMUNION AT 10 A.M. SUNDAYS

Established 1891

St. Anselm’s Anglican Church
SCRIPTUREBASED WORSHIP

FELLOWSHIP HOUR
Worship Every

Sunday 9:30 am
Meeting at:

Peninsula Baptist Church 
1116 Funston Avenue  |  Pacific Grove, CA 93950

831-521-4267  |  stanselmsanglican.org

Pastor Paul Wrightman

‘WHAT SEEDS ARE WAITING
TO GROW IN YOUR LIFE?’

Sermon title:
WORSHIP 11 A.M. SUNDAYS

4590 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel CA 93923
(831) 624-8595/ccmp.org

Community Church of the Monterey Peninsula
Independent & United Church of Christ

6WLU�HUK�(MÄYTPUN

MONTEREY STAKE

Chapels & Services:
1 Skyline Forest Drive, Monterey

• 10 a.m.
• 12:30 p.m. (Single adults)

1024 Noche Buena St., Seaside
• 10:30 a.m.
• 1 pm (Tongan)

QUESTIONS?
(408) 708-8800

ComeUntoChrist.org

Sunday Worship
10 a.m.

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

Lincoln Street and 7th Avenue • Carmel-by-the-Sea
churchofthewayfarer.com • 831-624-3550

ALL are WELCOME 

Church of the Wayfarer
United Methodist

Email
Anne@carmelpinecone.com

to be included in this directory

Worship
CARMEL ~ CARMEL VALLEY ~ MONTEREY 

PACIFIC GROVE ~ PEBBLE BEACH ~ SEASIDE

3152 Forest Lake Road, Pebble Beach

churchintheforest.org

to become
a light in the forest

Sundays 9:45 am
Multi-Denominational

on the
Stevenson School Campus

Complimentary Pebble Beach Gate Entrance

You’re Invited
Church

in the
Forest

www.carmelmission.org

&ƚƫƦƞƥ�0ƢƬƬƢƨƧ�%ƚƬƢƥƢƜƚ&ƚƫƦƞƥ�0ƢƬƬƢƨƧ�%ƚƬƢƥƢƜƚ

Journey to the heart of Carmel ...
where it all began

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
 5:30 p.m. 5:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY MASSES SUNDAY MASSES
 9 a.m.  9 a.m. andand 11 a.m.  11 a.m. 
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team, and, in 2018, began serving Monterey County and 
DGMRLQLQJ� UHJLRQV�� KHOSLQJ� WR� VLJQL¿FDQWO\� UHGXFH� WKH�
ever-growing number of unwanted and homeless animals 
EHLQJ�GURSSHG�RII�LQ�¿HOGV�RU�GXPSHG�RQ�EDFN�URDGV��7KH�
JURXS¶V�ZHEVLWH�VD\V�WKDW�LW�KDV�FDUHG�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ��������
DQLPDOV�VLQFH�LWV�LQFHSWLRQ�
.HUQ� &RXQW\� KDV� WZR�PRELOH� 61,3� XQLWV�� 7KLV� \HDU��

D�QHZ�RQH�LQ�6DFUDPHQWR�KDV�FRQGXFWHG����WR����FOLQLFV�
monthly, and the group soon will be serving the Fresno 
DUHD��DV�ZHOO�
0RQWHUH\�&RXQW\¶V�PRELOH�XQLW�FRQGXFWV����WR����FOLQ-

LFV�D�PRQWK� LQ� UXUDO�DUHDV��ZLWK�PRUH� WKDQ�����SHWV�JHW-
WLQJ�VSD\HG�RU�QHXWHUHG��7KDW�QXPEHU�LQFUHDVHG�WR�������D�
PRQWK�ZLWK�WKH�DGGLWLRQ�RI�WKH����WR����FOLQLFV�FDUULHG�RXW�
LQ�.HUQ�&RXQW\�XQLWV��VKH�VDLG�
'HVFULELQJ�SHW�RYHUSRSXODWLRQ�DV�³D�PDVVLYH��GDXQWLQJ�

FULVLV�´�6KHUHU�VDLG�VKH�DQG�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�61,3�FRPPLW-
WHH�³YLJRURXVO\�OREE\�WKH�VWDWH�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�IRU�PDQGDWRU\�
VSD\LQJ� DQG� QHXWHULQJ�� DV� ZDV� UHFHQWO\� LPSOHPHQWHG� LQ�
6HDVLGH�´�D�GHFLVLRQ�VKH�SUDLVHG���7KH�6HDVLGH�RUGLQDQFH�
JUDQWV�VRPH�H[FHSWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�IRU�OHJLWLPDWH�EUHHGHUV��
IRU�H[DPSOH��
³,�JLYH�KXJH�NXGRV� WR�RXU�0RQWHUH\�%RDUG�RI�6XSHU-

YLVRUV� DQG� WKH�&LW\� RI� 6DOLQDV��ZKR� UHFRJQL]H� WKH� SURE-
OHP�DQG�UHDOL]H�WKHUH�LV�D�VROXWLRQ��LI�PXQLFLSDOO\�IXQGHG�
WKURXJK�61,3�´�VKH�DGGHG��QRWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�FRXQW\�DQG�FLW\�
FRQWULEXWHG�WD[SD\HU�IXQGV�WR�WKH�SURMHFW�

‘She thinks I’m crazy’
She personally manages the operations of the four SNIP 

XQLWV�LQ�0RQWHUH\�&RXQW\��.HUQ�&RXQW\�DQG�6DFUDPHQWR�
DQG� LV� RQ� KHU� FHOO� SKRQH� QXPHURXV� WLPHV� GDLO\�ZLWK� WKH�
WHDPV��³%XW�,�DOVR�ORYH�EHLQJ�KDQGV�RQ�DQG�µERRWV�RQ�WKH�
JURXQG¶�DW�RXU�FOLQLFV�DV�RIWHQ�DV�,�FDQ��0\�DVVLVWDQW��ZKR¶V�
���\HDUV�\RXQJHU��WKLQNV�,¶P�FUD]\�´�6FKHUHU�DGPLWWHG�
6KH�FODLPV�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�61,3�LV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�GHG-

LFDWHG�DQG�KLJKO\�VNLOOHG�YHWHULQDULDQV�DQG�DVVLVWDQWV�ZKR�
VXUURXQG�KHU��KDYH�KHU�EDFN�DQG�VKDUH�KHU�YLVLRQ��³,�FDOO�
WKHP�P\�IDPLO\�´�VDLG�6FKHUHU�
³:H�KDYH� WR�EH� WKHUH� IRU�RXU�FKLOGUHQ��EH� WKHLU�YRLFH�

DQG�GRQ¶W�OHW�WKLQJV�KDSSHQ�WR�WKHP�EHFDXVH�WKH\�FDQ¶W�SUR-
WHFW�WKHPVHOYHV��DQG�HTXDOO\��ZH�KDYH�WR�GR�WKH�VDPH�IRU�
RXU�SHWV�´�VKH�RIIHUHG��³,�GRQ¶W�KDYH�FKLOGUHQ��0\�GRJV�DUH�
P\�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�,�ORYH�WKHP�´

LIVES
From page 27A

D�YHU\�EHDXWLIXO�SODFH��DQG�,�ZLVK�,¶G�WDNHQ�VRPH�SKRWRV�
WKHUH�´�KH�VDLG�
³7KHQ��RQH�GD\��,�ZRNH�XS�DQG�VDLG��µ2K��,�QHHG�WR�GR�

WKLV�¶´� VDLG�)XMLL��ZKR�ERXJKW� KLV�¿UVW� GLJLWDO� FDPHUD� LQ�
������DQG�KDV�VSHQW�WKH�SDVW�WZR�GHFDGHV�OHDUQLQJ�KRZ�WR�
XVH�LW�IRU�¿QH�DUW�
+H�KDV�QR�IRUPDO�WUDLQLQJ�EXW�FUHGLWV�QXPHURXV�ZHOO�

NQRZQ�SKRWRJUDSKHUV�DV�PHQWRUV��LQFOXGLQJ�ORFDOV�0DUWKD�
&DVDQDYH��-DQH�2OLQ��2DNODQG¶V�(OL]DEHWK�2SDOHQLN��DQG�
2OLYHU�.OLQN�RI�/RV�*DWRV��DPRQJ�RWKHUV�
³,� DEVRUE� D� ORW� MXVW� EHLQJ� DURXQG� WDOHQWHG� SKRWRJUD-

SKHUV�´� VDLG�)XMLL�� D�PHPEHU� RI� ,PDJH�0DNHUV� RI�0RQ-
WHUH\��³,�REVHUYH�WKHLU�HQHUJ\��WKHLU�WDOHQW��WKHLU�FUHDWLYLW\��
DQG�LW¶V�KHOSHG�PH�LPSURYH�D�ORW�´
$V�DQ�DUWLVW��KH�WKLQNV�GHHSO\�DERXW�OLIH��WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�

WKH�XQLYHUVH�
2QH� VHULHV� RI� SKRWRJUDSKV�� ³)UDFWXUHG� 6RXOV�� &DS-

WXULQJ� WKH� (WKHUHDO�´� IHDWXUHV� JKRVW�OLNH� LPDJHV� WKDW�
emerged from his experimentation with long-exposure 
SKRWRJUDSK\�
³7KH�8QFHUWDLQ�1DWXUH�RI�5HDOLW\´�LV�D�VHULHV�LQVSLUHG�

E\�KLV� IDVFLQDWLRQ�ZLWK�TXDQWXP�WKHRU\�DQG�KLV�H[SORUD-
WLRQ�RI�³WKH�ORJLF�GHI\LQJ�FRQFHSWV�RI�TXDQWXP�PHFKDQ-
LFV� IURP�D�SKLORVRSKLFDO�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ�´�7KH� LPDJHV�DUH�
FROODJHV�FRPSRVHG�IURP�SKRWRJUDSKV�RI�EDOOHW�GDQFHUV�LQ�
UHKHDUVDO�

Roots and branches
$�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�VWLOO�OLIH�RI�ÀRUD�LQ�D�IRUHVW�ZRQ�)XMLL�

3KRWRJUDSKHU� RI� WKH�<HDU� KRQRUV� DW� WKH� %ODFN�	�:KLWH�
6SLGHU�$ZDUGV� LQ� /RV�$QJHOHV�� ZKLFK� DWWUDFWHG� �������
SKRWRJUDSKHUV�IURP�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�
+LV� OXPLQRXV� IXOO�FRORU� VHULHV�� ³7KH� 3V\FKRORJ\� RI�

7UHHV�´�FDSWXUHV�³WKH�V\PELRWLF�GDQFH�EHWZHHQ�WUHHV�DQG�
KXPDQLW\�²� D� GDQFH� ZKHUH� WKH� URRWV� RI� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
LQWHUWZLQH�DQG�WKH�EUDQFKHV�RI�LPDJLQDWLRQ�UHDFK�IRU�WKH�
FHOHVWLDO�UHDOPV�´�)XMLL�ZURWH�RQ�KLV�ZHEVLWH�
³7KH� ELJ� TXHVWLRQV� RI� DJLQJ� ²� ZKR� DP� ,�� ZKHUH�

DP�,�JRLQJ�²�WKRVH�DUH� WKH�GLUHFWLRQV�P\�DUW� LV�KHDGHG�
WRGD\�´�KH�VDLG��³7KHVH�DUH�XQUHVROYHG�LVVXHV�WKDW�,�QHHG�
WR�UHVROYH��DQG�,�IHHO�OLNH�WKH�LPDJHU\�,¶P�FUHDWLQJ�PLJKW�
KHOS�PH�ZLWK�WKDW�´
,PDJHV� RI� KLV� DUW� DQG� DGGLWLRQDO� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� FDQ� EH�

IRXQG�DW�HGXDUGRIXMLL�SKRWRJUDSK\�
0RUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�0RQWHUH\�%LHQQLDO��LQFOXG-

LQJ�DQ�RQOLQH�JDOOHU\�RI�VRPH�RI�WKH�ZRUN�RQ�H[KLELW��FDQ�
EH�IRXQG�DW�PRQWHUH\DUW�RUJ�

Dennis Taylor is a professional freelance writer in 
Monterey County. Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.
com.
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