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All artwork is courtesy of the artist

River, 2012, oil on canvas,  
60 x 90 inches; 152.4 x 228.6 cm

Mountain, 2012, oil on canvas,  
60 x 90 inches; 152.4 x 228.6 cm

Sea, 2011, oil on canvas,  
60 x 90 inches; 152.4 x 228.6 cm

River Study, 2009, oil on panel,  
9 1/8 x 14 1/8 inches; 23.2 x 35.9 cm

Rock and Sea Study, 2011, oil on panel,  
9 1/8 x 13 5/8 inches; 23.2 x 34.6 cm

Sea Study, 2009, oil on panel,  
9 1/4  x 14 1/4 inches; 23.5 x 36.2 cm

Mountain Study, 2009, oil on panel,  
9 1/4 x 14 1/4 inches; 23.5 x 36.2 cm

Sea Study, 2009, oil on panel,  
9 x 14 1/8 inches; 22.9 x 35.9 cm

About Monterey Now
Monterey Now is an exhibition series 
organized to present Monterey Bay 
area artists who have made significant 
contributions to the visual arts. 
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Sponsored by William and Barbara Hyland, 
Lorna Meyer Calas and Dennis Calas, and 
Hank and Lisa Plain

Exhibition Support Provided by the  
Fund for Special Exhibitions

Cassandra and Paul Hazen, Peggy and Bob 
Alspaugh, Mary Cary and Gary Coughlan 
and the Visa Foundation, Janet and Laine 
McDaniel and the GE Foundation, Pam and 
John Wilkinson, Melissa and Jason Burnett, 
Iris and Stephen Dart, Bill and Jeanne 
Landreth, John Alger and William Lynch, 
Johnny Apodaca and Janelle Gistelli, Patricia 
and Bill Eggleston, Craig and Christine 
Johnson, Sandor and Josie Nagy, Susan 
DuCoeur, Mr. and Mrs. David Elliott, 
James and Lila Thorsen, Roderick and 
Suzanne Dewar, David Tarumoto, Jonathan 
and Dionys Briggs, Anne Adams Helms and 
Ken Helms. 

The Monterey Museum of Art is 
generously supported by its members. 
Additional support provided by a grant 
in memory of Louise Bougie Beland 
from the John H. Marble Endowment 
Fund administered by the Community 
Foundation for Monterey County. General 
Operating funds are provided by the David 
and Lucile Packard Foundation, Monterey 
Peninsula Foundation, S.D. Bechtel, Jr. 
Foundation, Barnet Segal Charitable Trust, 
as well as the General Endowment Fund, 
the John R. Marron Fund, Lauralie and 
J. Irvine Fund, Donna Roop Endowment 
Fund, Patricia J. Boles Fund, Scott 
Fund, Murray Fund and Anonymous 
Donor-Advised Fund of the Community 
Foundation for Monterey County. 
Capacity building support is provided by 
an Arts Regional Initiative grant from the 
James Irvine Foundation. 
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the subject of landscape has until rela-
tively recently remained in the back-
ground, both figuratively and literally. 
Unlike many artists who reside in the 
Monterey Bay area, the local surround-
ings were not his primary artistic focus. 
Rather, Ligare painted extraordinary 
historical narratives, figures and still 
lifes, all influenced by models of ancient 
Greek and Roman philosophy and 
aesthetics. Now that he has chosen to 
focus on the landscape, the new paint-
ings reveal how deeply he has felt its 
impact and understood its significance.

That Ligare has made precisely three 
paintings in his homage to Monterey 
County is not accidental. He has long 
recognized and appreciated the tri-
partite nature of various systems of 

� Cover:  Mountain (detail), 2012

and grandeur. Ligare further organizes 
his compositions to draw the viewer 
both inward and upward, into a light-
suffused environment that engenders a 
sense of elevation and a feeling of awe. 
Ligare’s affinity for light and his ability 
to sensitively render its varying effects 
on land, water, and on the meticulous 
details of leaves and tiny stalks of grass, 
is possibly the most extraordinary at-
tribute of these paintings. His mastery 
is evident in the deep mauve and green 
shadows gathered in the folds of the 
ochre and golden Mountain, the umber 
shadows hiding in pools and cool cloud 
reflections on the surface of River, and 
the last rays of golden glow giving way 
to lilac shadows on the rocks in Sea. As 
he has commented, “to sit and care-
fully observe the wonder of light on 
an object and to try to recreate it on 
its own terms is deeply satisfying.”

The luminosity that pervades each of 
the large paintings is also apparent in 
the small studies Ligare has created 

in preparation for this suite of works. 
The five examples included in the 
exhibition are fully realized pieces in 
themselves, but they also offer insight 
into the artist’s working process and 
his choices of composition, color, and 
light. The artist sums up the spirit of his 
approach when he states his belief “in 
the value of recognizing the integrity 
of the thing seen, that is, in represent-
ing every element of nature as carefully 
and as reverently as I can.” Reverence 
for the natural world and the integrity 
of the artist permeates this magnificent 
and important suite of paintings. By 
following this path, David Ligare has 
added immeasurably to the region’s 
landscape tradition. He has created 
not only a tripartite representation of 
Monterey County, but as he intended, 
a “manifestation of the idea of whole-
ness and the perfection of this place.”

Helaine Glick 
Assistant Curatorthought. The Chinese Tao of “heaven, 

earth, and man,” the philosopher 
Hegel’s “thesis, antithesis, and synthe-
sis,” and Aristotle’s “beginning, middle, 
and end,” are among his favorite exam-
ples. Thus, his three panoramic views 
of iconic Monterey area landmarks, 
River, Mountain, and Sea, are California 
landscapes with a distinctly personal 
set of parameters. Ligare adopts the 
classical qualities of harmony, balance, 
and proportion to his compositions of 
Mount Toro, the Salinas River, and the 
tidal rocks near Pacific Grove’s Lover’s 
Point. A triangular structure commands 
each painting, with its apex mirrored 
in the clouds above the river, in the 
mountain peak, and in the central rock 
formation. An aura of calm monumen-
tality grounds each, providing stability 

For David Ligare, a preeminent California artist 
who consistently follows his own singular path, 

River, 2012

Sea, 2011


